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Tulsa Area United Way Campaign Surplus  

Results in Higher Level of Community Support 

 
 The largest fundraising campaign in its history will result in additional allocations of 

$400,000 to agencies supported by the Tulsa Area United Way. 

 The local United Way surpassed its original goal of $26,200,000 for the annual fall 

fundraising campaign by $402,884, raising a total of $26,602,884 for its 60 partner agencies – 

the highest amount in its 90-year history.  

 “This historic campaign will result in the largest investment the United Way has ever 

made in our community,” said Mark R. Graham, president and CEO of the Tulsa Area United 

Way. “The over-goal funding will allow us to make an ever greater impact in meeting the needs 

of our friends and neighbors.” 

 The Tulsa Area United Way Board of Directors recently approved a plan to allocate the 

surplus funding to 15 United Way agencies that demonstrated additional needs not previously 

addressed.   

The over-goal investment plan was recommended by the United Way’s Community 

Investments Cabinet, a group of local community leaders.   

“These volunteers from the corporate, small business and non-profit sectors are highly 

qualified and trained to make all major United Way funding decisions,” Graham said. 

Seven smaller basic needs agencies, that provide food, clothing and shelter, will receive 

$10,000 each, for a total investment of $70,000. 

“These agencies provide vital services but often have fewer revenue streams, so it’s 

important that they receive adequate funding,” Graham said.  

A total of $72,500 will be allocated to the Mental Health Association of Oklahoma to 

help meet increasing housing needs of individuals overcoming homelessness, mental illness, 



substance abuse or a history of incarceration. In the last four years, the association’s housing 

units have grown from 332 to 831. “The extra funding will allow the organization to hire an 

additional staff member to meet the needs of residents,” said Kathy Seibold, vice president for 

community investments at the Tulsa Area United Way. 

Morton Comprehensive Health Services will receive $50,000 to sustain and expand a 

program for homeless and low-income persons who need transportation to pharmacies, grocery 

stores and social service agencies. Federal support of the shuttle service has significantly 

decreased and the program was faced with eliminating routes, Seibold said. 

Crosstown Learning Center will receive $40,000 to help attract and retain more highly 

qualified teachers for its early childhood program for children from six weeks through pre-

kindergarten.  

“The starting salaries for its teachers are well below public schools and other child care 

centers in the region,” said Seibold. “This support will allow Crosstown to increase salaries to 

provide the best teachers for its nationally accredited curriculum.”  

Other United Way agencies receiving over-goal funding include Tulsa Day Center for the 

Homeless, $50,000; KIPP Tulsa College Preparatory, $40,000; Street School, $40,000; YWCA, 

$25,000; and Parent Child Center of Tulsa, $12,500.  

The Tulsa Area United Way will revisit the highlights of 2014, bestow awards on its 

high-performing company and organizational contributors, as well as individual achievements, 

and look forward to this year’s campaign at the annual Live United Awards and Luncheon on 

Feb. 17 at the Cox Business Center. To register, visit www.tauw.org.  

  More information about the Tulsa Area United Way and how it distributes funds to meet 

the needs of the community also can be found at www.tauw.org. 
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